Ian Rose, Samatha Trust Treasurer
Lavender Cottage, 6 Stanedge Road
Bakewell DE45 1DG
December 2016
Dear Friends and Colleagues
We are trying to contact people who knew Lance Cousins to inform you of a new library being set up in his
honour, at the Manchester Centre for Buddhist Meditation, under the auspices of the Samatha Trust.
Lance was key to the formation of the library at the Manchester Centre (then the Samatha Centre) in 1977.
As part of this, he helped set up a unique library which not only included hand-picked texts from different
Buddhist traditions but also a wide range of texts from many other spiritual traditions. The collection has
many older, and now out of print publications, as well as a range of booklets collected from various
sources.
Following his death in March 2015, Lance’s family generously donated all the religious texts from his
personal library at Dynham Place, Oxford, to the Samatha Trust to be housed at the Manchester Centre.
One of Lance’s many achievements was the combination of very considerable skill in meditation practice
and teaching alongside Buddhist scholarship of the highest quality. He had a particular interest in
abhidhamma and a formidable understanding of it. Lance also had an eclectic interest in other spiritual
traditions and was skilled in choosing particular texts that might enhance his pupils’ practice or
understanding. As a result, his personal library has a uniquely rich and varied content including texts in
Sinhala and Burmese and some rare publications.
Adding Lance’s personal collection to the existing Manchester library, will nearly double its size. The new
library will be housed in what is a currently a shrine room at the Centre. To enable this space to be used,
some structural work needs to be done in the upstairs of the building. The new library needs to be fully
fitted with shelving, furniture, and IT connectivity. Both the old and new collections will be electronically
catalogued and there are plans to make the catalogues available on-line with links to other Buddhist
libraries.
We hope to be able to make the new library available to interested scholars, monastics and others. The
newly extended Manchester Centre will provide suitable accommodation if required. A generous donation
to pay for shelving in the library has already been received, but more funds are needed to enable the
project to move forward.
If you would like to make a donation to the Lance Cousins Library, in honour of Lance, please complete the
attached donations form and return to the Samatha Trust Treasurer at the above address. Any amount,
small or large, will be very much appreciated and put to very good use.
Yours sincerely

Keith Munnings
Samatha Trust Libraries, librarian@samatha.org Tel: 01298 814519

DONATIONS FORM
SINGLE PAYMENT
I wish to make a donation of £__________ single payment enclosed / payment made online (please specify)
STANDING ORDER PAYMENT
Name of your bank ………………………………………………………………………..............................................
Address of your bank ……………………………………………………………………...............................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
Postcode: .......................................................................
Your account name: ……………………………………
Your account number: …………………………………

Your account sort code: …………………

Until I instruct otherwise, please make the payments detailed below from the above account to Charities Aid
Foundation Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ
Sort code: 40-52-40 for the credit of The Samatha Trust account number 00002409.
Amount: £…………..

Payments to start on (or as soon as possible after): …………………………………

Frequency (please state monthly, 3 monthly, 6 monthly or annually) ….………………
Signature: ………………………………………………..

Date: ……………………...

Or set-up an ONLINE PAYMENT
For all online payments, please mark in the ‘Reference’ box: Samatha Trust Libraries: and please include Your
Name.
If you are a UK tax payer, don’t forget to complete and return the Gift Aid form below.
.......................................................................................TEAR OFF SLIP ...........................................................................

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Gift Aid can make your donations worth 25% more to us - at no extra cost to you. Simply complete the declaration
below and return it to the Bakewell address above with your donation.
Title______________ First name or initial(s) ________________________________
Surname ______________________________________________________________
Full home address ______________________________________________________
________________________________________ Postcode _____________________
I am a UK taxpayer. Please reclaim the tax on my donation to THE SAMATHA TRUST and any I make in the future,
until I notify you otherwise.
Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________
Please notify the Samatha Trust if you:
 Want to cancel this declaration
 Change your name or home address
 No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

